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a complete submission, or the date 
EPA determines the submission is com-
plete under § 725.33, unless the Agency 
extends the review period under section 
5(c) of the Act and § 725.56. 

(b) Exemption requests. The review pe-
riod starts on the date the Document 
Control Officer receives a complete ex-
emption request, or the date EPA de-
termines the request is complete under 
§ 725.33, unless the Agency extends the 
review period under § 725.56. The review 
periods for exemption requests run as 
follows: 

(1) TERAs. The review period for 
TERAs is 60 days. 

(2) TMEs. The review period for TMEs 
is 45 days. 

(3) Tier II exemption requests. The re-
view period for Tier II exemption re-
quests is 45 days. 

§ 725.54 Suspension of the review pe-
riod. 

(a) A submitter may voluntarily sus-
pend the running of the review period if 
the Director, or a designee, agrees. If 
the Director does not agree, the review 
period will continue to run, and EPA 
will notify the submitter. A submitter 
may request a suspension at any time 
during the review period. The suspen-
sion must be for a specified period of 
time. 

(b)(1) Request for suspension. A re-
quest for suspension may only be sub-
mitted in a manner set forth in this 
paragraph. The request for suspension 
also may be made orally, including by 
telephone, to the submitter’s EPA con-
tact for that notice, subject to para-
graph (c) of this section. 

(2) Submission of suspension notices. 
EPA will accept requests for suspen-
sion only if submitted in accordance 
with this paragraph. Requests for sus-
pension, must be generated, completed, 
and submitted to EPA (via CDX) using 
e-PMN software. See 40 CFR 
720.40(a)(2)(ii) for information on how 
to obtain e-PMN software. 

(c) An oral request for suspension 
may be granted by EPA for a maximum 
of 15 days only. Requests for longer 
suspension must only be submitted in 
the manner set forth in this paragraph. 

(d) If the submitter has not made a 
previous oral request, the running of 
the notice review period is suspended 

as of the date of receipt of the CDX 
submission by EPA. 

[62 FR 17932, Apr. 11, 1997, as amended at 75 
FR 789, Jan. 6, 2010; 78 FR 72828, Dec. 4, 2013] 

§ 725.56 Extension of the review pe-
riod. 

(a) At any time during the review pe-
riod, EPA may unilaterally determine 
that good cause exists to extend the re-
view period specified for MCANs, or the 
exemption requests. 

(b) If EPA makes such a determina-
tion, EPA: 

(1) Will notify the submitter that 
EPA is extending the review period for 
a specified length of time and state the 
reasons for the extension. 

(2) For MCANs, EPA may issue a no-
tice for publication in the FEDERAL 
REGISTER which states that EPA is ex-
tending the review period and gives the 
reasons for the extension. 

(c) The total period of the extension 
may be for a period of up to the same 
length of time as specified for each 
type of submission in § 725.50. If the ini-
tial extension is for less than the total 
time allowed, EPA may make addi-
tional extensions. However, the sum of 
the extensions may not exceed the 
total allowed. 

(d) The following are examples of sit-
uations in which EPA may find that 
good cause exists for extending the re-
view period: 

(1) EPA has reviewed the submission 
and is seeking additional information. 

(2) EPA has received significant addi-
tional information during the review 
period. 

(3) The submitter has failed to cor-
rect a submission after receiving EPA’s 
request under § 725.32. 

(4) EPA has reviewed the submission 
and determined that there is a signifi-
cant possibility that the microorga-
nism will be regulated under section 
5(e) or section 5(f) of the Act, but EPA 
is unable to initiate regulatory action 
within the initial review period. 

§ 725.60 Withdrawal of submission by 
the submitter. 

(a)(1) Withdrawal of notice by the sub-
mitter. A submitter may withdraw a no-
tice during the notice review period by 
submitting a statement of withdrawal 
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